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Annual Meeting Update on International Journal of Construction Education and Research 

(IJCER): Prepared (and presented) by Clifton Farnsworth and Mehmet Ozbek 

 
Journal Highlights and other interesting statistics (annual report available upon request): 

 
1. The journal’s CiteScore from last year (May 2023) was a record high of 3.9, up from a 

previous high of 2.9 (in 2022). In the Building and Construction category, the IJCER 

ranked 64 out of 200 journals (68th percentile). The Journal also ranked 333 out of 1,469 
journals in the Education category (77th percentile). With only two more months 

remaining before the value is finalized for the year, the CiteScore tracker is projecting a 
similar value as last year. (Information from Scopus website.) 

 

 
 

 

2. Usage also continues to be one of our most important metrics. 2023 downloads tallied 

33,132 full text views, compared to 29,152 from the previous year, a 14% increase. 
 

3. Volume 19 (calendar year 2023) of the IJCER included 24 different published articles 
(not counting the editorials). This is the minimum number of articles paid for under the 

current contract. Although page count is no longer a contract consideration, we continue 

to encourage a maximum manuscript length of about 20 pages (inclusive of references, 
figures, and tables). 

 
4. There are 13 published papers digitally published on the IJCER website awaiting to be 

assigned to a print issue (volume/number). With a higher number of articles being 

published annually, the backlog of articles is shrinking. Although this ultimately 
decreases the time from journal acceptance and online availability to volume/issue 

assignment (print version), we are now at a more practical backlog and would like to see 
the numbers of papers being accepted and published each quarter equalize. The oldest 

accepted paper not yet assigned to an issue is from March 2023. 
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5. Within the ScholarOne review system, there are 36 total papers at some point in the 

publication process, including 11 that have surpassed the first round of peer-review and 
are currently in the revision stage.  

 

6. One strategy for ensuring that a sufficient number of articles is accepted each year for 
publication is to promote and support special issues. The editorial team is currently 

working on a call for a special issue on research methodologies for construction 
education-focused studies. We are hoping to publish this special issue in October, 2024 

to commemorate 20th anniversary (Volume 20) of the Journal. The special issue 

announcement will be made at the 60th ASC International Conference. 
 

7. The editorial team continues to explore adjusting the process for submittal formatting to 
the standard Taylor and Francis submittal guidelines, which is significantly easier for 

authors to follow and for us to enforce (e.g., double spacing, simple headings, etc.). We 

are looking to switch to a word count to ensure that articles still meet a reasonable 
maximum publication length. 

 
8. We are working to speed up time to publication, and especially working to speed up the 

time of first reviews by our associate editor team. 

 
9. We transitioned to the new editorial team in January 2024. Mehmet E. Ozbek is now 

serving as the new journal editor-in-chief, and Caroline Clevenger replacing Mehmet 
Ozbek as Managing Editor. Ben Bigelow has completed a very lengthy run as an 

associate editor and was replaced by James Smith. The full list of our editorial team is 

shown below. 
 

Journal Staff: 
 

Current Editorial Staff: 

Editor-in-Chief: Mehmet E. Ozbek (Colorado State University) 
Managing Editor: Caroline Clevenger (University of Colorado Denver) 

Associate Editor: James Smith (Brigham Young University) 
Associate Editor: Somik Ghosh (University of Oklahoma) 

Associate Editor: Rodolfo Valdes-Vasquez (Colorado State University) 

Guest Associate Editor: Ulises Techera (Colorado Mesa University) 
Guest Associate Editor: Anthony Sparkling (Purdue University) 

Past-Editor: Clifton Farnsworth (Brigham Young University) 
 

Editorial Board: 

Thais Alves, San Diego State University; Anne Anderson, Roger Williams University; 
Joseph Burgett, Clemson University; Hongtao Dang, Washington State University; 

Jonathan Elliot, Colorado State University; Ben Farrow, Auburn University; Bruce 
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Gehrig, Western Carolina University; Denise Gravitt, Western Illinois University; Asli 

Pelin Gurgun, Yildiz Technical University, Turkey; John Hildreth, Western Carolina 
University; Quian Huang, Southern Illinois University; Francois Jacobs, University of 

Wyoming; Jacob Kovel, Central Connecticut State University; Brian Lines, University 

of Kansas; Andrew McCoy, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University; Tammy 
McCuen, University of Oklahoma; Mohammed S. Hashem M. Mehany, Colorado State 

University; Rachel Mosier, Oklahoma State University; Svetlana Olbina, Colorado State 
University; Anthony Perrenoud, Boise State University; Jake Smithwick, University of 

North Carolina – Charlotte; Joel Wao, Florida Gulf Coast University; Blake Wentz, 

California State University, Chico; Heather Yates, Oklahoma State University. 


